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SCRIPTURAL ROSARY: GOSPEL OF LUKE
The following Scripture passages from the Gospel of Luke may be
read at the beginning of each decade of the Rosary for meditation
on each mystery. The text is from the Revised New American
Bible, corresponding to the Lectionary readings for Mass.

JOYFUL MYSTERIES
1. The Annunciation – Luke 1:26-28, 30-31, 34-35, 38
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man
named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s
name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail,
favored one! The Lord is with you. Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. Behold, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall
name him Jesus.” But Mary said to the angel, “How can
this be, since I have no relations with a man?” And the
angel said to her in reply, “The holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be
called holy, the Son of God. Mary said, “Behold, I am the
handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to
your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
2. The Visitation – Luke 1:39-45, 56
Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a
town of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah
and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth,
filled with the holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and
said, “Most blessed are you among women, and blessed
is the fruit of your womb. And how does this happen to
me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For
at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my
ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are
you who believed that what was spoken to you by the
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Lord would be fulfilled.” Mary remained with her about
three months and then returned to her home.
3. The Nativity – Luke 2:1, 3-7
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus
that the whole world should be enrolled. So all went to be
enrolled, each to his own town. And Joseph too went up
from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to the
city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of
the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary,
his betrothed, who was with child. While they were there,
the time came for her to have her child, and she gave
birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling
clothes and laid him in a manger.
4. The Presentation – Luke 2:22, 24-28, 34-38
When the days were completed for their purification
according to the law of Moses, they took him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord and to offer the
sacrifice of “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons,”
in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord.
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was
Simeon. It had been revealed to him by the holy Spirit
that he should not see death before he had seen the
Messiah of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus
to perform the custom of the law in regard to him, he
took him into his arms and blessed God, and Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this
child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel,
and to be a sign that will be contradicted (and you
yourself a sword will pierce) so that the thoughts of many
hearts may be revealed.” There was also a prophetess,
Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with
fasting and prayer. And coming forward at that very time,
she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all
who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.
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5. The Discovery in the Temple – Luke 2:41-43, 46-51
Each year his parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of
Passover, and when he was twelve years old, they went
up according to festival custom. After they had
completed its days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus
remained behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not
know it. After three days they found him in the temple,
sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and
asking them questions, and all who heard him were
astounded at his understanding and his answers. When
his parents saw him, they were astonished, and his
mother said to him, “Son, why have you done this to us?
Your father and I have been looking for you with great
anxiety.” And he said to them, “Why were you looking
for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s
house?” But they did not understand what he said to
them. He went down with them and came to Nazareth,
and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these
things in her heart.

LUMINOUS MYSTERIES
1. The Baptism in the Jordan – Luke 3:3, 11, 15-17, 2122
John the Baptist went throughout the whole region of the
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins: “Whoever has two tunics should
share with the person who has none. And whoever has
food should do likewise.” Now the people were filled
with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts
whether John might be the Messiah. John answered them
all, saying, “I am baptizing you with water, but one
mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the
thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the holy
Spirit and fire.” After all the people had been baptized
and Jesus also had been baptized and was praying,
heaven was opened and the holy Spirit descended upon
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him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well
pleased.”
2. The Wedding Feast at Cana – Luke 4:14-15, 40-44
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and
news of him spread throughout the whole region. He
taught in their synagogues and was praised by all. All
who had people sick with various diseases brought them
to him. He laid his hands on each of them and cured
them. And demons also came out from many, shouting,
“You are the Son of God.” But he rebuked them and did
not allow them to speak because they knew that he was
the Messiah. Jesus left and went to a deserted place. The
crowds went looking for him, and when they came to
him, they tried to prevent him from leaving them. But he
said to them, “To the other towns also I must proclaim
the good news of the kingdom of God, because for this
purpose I have been sent.” And he was preaching in the
synagogues of Judea.
3. The Proclamation of the Kingdom of God – Luke
5:27-32
After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi
sitting at the customs post. He said to him, “Follow me.”
And leaving everything behind, he got up and followed
him. Then Levi gave a great banquet for him in his
house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others
were at table with them. The Pharisees and their scribes
complained to his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and
drink with tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus said to them
in reply, “Those who are healthy do not need a physician,
but the sick do. I have not come to call the righteous to
repentance but sinners.”
4. The Transfiguration – Luke 9:28-31, 33-36
Jesus took Peter, John, and James and went up the
mountain to pray. While he was praying his face changed
in appearance and his clothing became dazzling white.
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And behold, two men were conversing with him, Moses
and Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his
exodus that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem. As
they were about to part from him, Peter said to Jesus,
“Master, it is good that we are here; let us make three
tents, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
But he did not know what he was saying. While he was
still speaking, a cloud came and cast a shadow over them,
and they became frightened when they entered the cloud.
Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my
chosen Son; listen to him.” After the voice had spoken,
Jesus was found alone.
5. The Institution of the Priesthood and Eucharist –
Luke 22:14-16, 19-20
When the hour came, he took his place at table with the
apostles. He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat
this Passover with you before I suffer, for, I tell you, I
shall not eat it again until there is fulfillment in the
kingdom of God.” Then he took the bread, said the
blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is
my body, which will be given for you; do this in memory
of me.” And likewise the cup after they had eaten,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
which will be shed for you.”

SORROWFUL MYSTERIES
1. The Agony in the Garden – Luke 22:39-46
Then going out he went, as was his custom, to the Mount
of Olives, and the disciples followed him. When he
arrived at the place he said to them, “Pray that you may
not undergo the test.” After withdrawing about a stone’s
throw from them and kneeling, he prayed, saying,
“Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from me;
still, not my will but yours be done.” And to strengthen
him an angel from heaven appeared to him. He was in
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such agony and he prayed so fervently that his sweat
became like drops of blood falling on the ground. When
he rose from prayer and returned to his disciples, he
found them sleeping from grief. He said to them, “Why
are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not
undergo the test.”
2. The Scourging at the Pillar – Luke 22:56, 63-65
After arresting him they led him away and took him into
the house of the high priest. The men who held Jesus in
custody were ridiculing and beating him. They
blindfolded him and questioned him, saying, “Prophesy!
Who is it that struck you?” And they reviled him in
saying many other things against him.
3. The Crowning with Thorns – Luke 23:6-7, 9, 11-12
Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean; and upon learning
that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to
Herod who was in Jerusalem at that time. He questioned
him at length, but he gave him no answer. And Herod
and his soldiers treated him contemptuously and mocked
him, and after clothing him in resplendent garb, he sent
him back to Pilate. Herod and Pilate became friends that
very day, even though they had been enemies formerly.
4. The Carrying of the Cross – Luke 23:26-31
As they led him away they took hold of a certain Simon,
a Cyrenian, who was coming in from the country; and
after laying the cross on him, they made him carry it
behind Jesus. A large crowd of people followed Jesus,
including many women who mourned and lamented him.
Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem,
do not weep for me; weep instead for yourselves and for
your children, for indeed, the days are coming when
people will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, the wombs that
never bore and the breasts that never nursed.’ At that
time people will say to the mountains, ‘Fall upon us!’ and
to the hills, ‘Cover us!’ for if these things are done when
the wood is green what will happen when it is dry?”
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5. The Crucifixion – Luke 23:33, 39-43
When they came to the place called the Skull, they
crucified him and the criminals there, one on his right,
the other on his left. Now one of the criminals hanging
there reviled Jesus, saying, “Are you not the Messiah?
Save yourself and us.” The other, however, rebuking
him, said in reply, “Have you no fear of God, for you are
subject to the same condemnation? And indeed, we have
been condemned justly, for the sentence we received
corresponds to our crimes, but this man has done nothing
criminal.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you
come into your kingdom.” He replied to him, “Amen, I
say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

GLORIOUS MYSTERIES
1. The Resurrection – Luke 23:55-56, 24:1-7
The women who had come from Galilee with him
followed behind, and when they had seen the tomb and
the way in which his body was laid in it, they returned
and prepared spices and perfumed oils. But at daybreak
on the first day of the week they took the spices they had
prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone
rolled away from the tomb; but when they entered, they
did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were
puzzling over this, behold, two men in dazzling garments
appeared to them. They were terrified and bowed their
faces to the ground. They said to them, “Why do you
seek the living one among the dead? He is not here, but
he has been raised. Remember what he said to you while
he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be
handed over to sinners and be crucified, and rise on the
third day.”
2. The Ascension – Luke 24:50-53
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Then Jesus led them out as far as Bethany, raised his
hands, and blessed them. As he blessed them he parted
from them and was taken up to heaven. They did him
homage and then returned to Jerusalem with great joy,
and they were continually in the temple praising God.
3. The Descent of the Holy Spirit – Luke 24:44-49
Jesus said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to
you while I was still with you, that everything written
about me in the law of Moses and in the prophets and
psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to
understand the scriptures. And he said to them, “Thus it
is written that the Messiah would suffer and rise from the
dead on the third day and that repentance, for the
forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his name to all
the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses
of these things. And I am sending the promise of my
Father upon you; but stay in the city until you are clothed
with power from on high.”
4. The Assumption– Luke 1:42, 45
Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. Blessed are you who believed that
what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.
5. The Coronation of Mary – Luke 1:46-55
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit
rejoices in God my savior. For he has looked upon his
handmaid’s lowliness; behold, from now on will all ages
call me blessed. The Mighty One has done great things
for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is from age to
age to those who fear him. He has shown might with his
arm, dispersed the arrogant of mind and heart. He has
thrown down the rulers from their thrones but lifted up
the lowly. The hungry he has filled with good things; the
rich he has sent away empty. He has helped Israel his
servant, remembering his mercy, according to his
promise to our fathers, to Abraham and to his
descendants forever.

